
Order of Worship 

April 5, 2020 
Palm Sunday  

 
Welcome   Bobby Rayburn 

Hymn 172  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna ELLACOMBE

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 
Through pillared court and temple, the lovely anthem rang. 
To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to His breast, 
The children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

 
From Olivet they followed among the joyful crowd; 

The victor palm branch waving, with singing clear and loud. 
The Lord of earth and heaven rode on in lowly state, 

Nor scorned that little children should on His bidding wait. 
 

“Hosanna in the highest!” that ancient song we sing; 
For Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of heaven, our King. 
O may we ever praise Him with heart and life and voice, 

And in His blissful presence eternally rejoice.
 
Prayer   Paul Henderson 

 
Hymn 175  All Glory, Laud, and Honor  ST. THEODULPH 

All glory, laud, and honor to Thee, Redeemer, King, 
To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son, 
Who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One! 

 
The company of angels are praising Thee on high; 

And we with all creation in chorus make reply. 
The people of the Hebrews with palms before Thee went; 

Our praise and prayer and anthems before Thee we present. 
 

To Thee, before Thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
To Thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. 

Thou didst accept their praises, accept the praise we bring, 
Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King! 

 
Pastoral Prayer   Dr. Ezell 
Are you ever amazed, O Lord, at our responses to the Savior? We get all excited about the parade 
into Jerusalem. We gather palm fronds and distribute them among those present so that they can 
wave them in triumph, replicating the parade and the crowd. Children sing the praises of Jesus. 
Adults remove their cloaks and place them on the road in front of the donkey so that he may not 



make a misstep. We could stay at this scene forever and enjoy the moment. But we are being called 
forward, through the gates of the Holy City to the Temple and from the Temple to the Cross. Be 
with us and give us courage to face what lies ahead. Strengthen our faith that we will remain 
steadfast at the time of reckoning; for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 
 
Scripture Reading  Matthew 21:1-11 Stella Rayburn
As they all approached Jerusalem, they came to Bethphage. It was on the Mount of Olives. Jesus 
sent out two disciples. He said to them, “Go to the village ahead of you. As soon as you get there, 
you will find a donkey tied up. Her colt will be with her. Untie them and bring them to me. If 
anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them. The owner will send them right away.” 
This took place so that what was spoken through the prophet would come true. It says, “Say to the 
city of Zion, ‘See, your king comes to you. He is gentle and riding on a donkey. He is riding on a 
donkey’s colt.’” The disciples went and did what Jesus told them to do. They brought the donkey 
and the colt. They placed their coats on them for Jesus to sit on. A very large crowd spread their 
coats on the road. Others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. Some of the 
people went ahead of him, and some followed. They all shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When 
Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up. The people asked, “Who is this?” The 
crowds answered, “This is Jesus. He is the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
Sermon  Close Encounters at the Cross: Dr. Ezell

The Donkey

Hymn 173  Lift Up Your Heads TRURO

Lift up your heads, you mighty gates;  
Behold, the King of glory waits; 

The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 

 
Fling wide the portals of your heart; 

Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer, and love, and joy. 

 
Redeemer, come, we open wide 

Our hearts to You; here, Lord, abide: 
Your inner presence let us feel; 

Your grace and love in us reveal.
 
Benediction  Matthew 27:54 All  
“Truly this man Jesus was God’s Son.” As disciples of Jesus, truly you are God’s children. Go into 
this week with the knowledge that resurrection will come, even when it seems there is no 
tomorrow. Be blessed and be a blessing, with the courage to stand with those in need. In the name 
of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. Amen. 
 


